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The  Talking  Book 

By  EDWARD  M.  PETERSON 
Chairman ,  A .  L„  A.  Committee  on  Work  with  the  Blind 


URING  the  past  few  centuries 
many  attempts  have  been  made  to  develop 
a  suitable  means  for  the  communication  of 
knowledge  to  the  blind.  Although  such 
efforts  have  proved  to  be  of  little  practical 
value,  they  have  been  worthy  of  commen¬ 
dation.  With  the  advancement  of  or¬ 
ganized  education  for  the  blind,  several 
systems  of  touch  reading  have  been  in¬ 
vented;  and  the  process  of  their  simplifi¬ 
cation  and  adoption  has  been  carried  on 
during  the  last  one  hundred  years.  Em¬ 
bossed  systems  of  reading  are  an  indispen¬ 
sable  asset  to  the  cultural  advancement  of 
the  blind,  yet  many  difficulties  confront 
those  who  must  use  this  form  of  reading. 

Just  recently  a  new  medium  of  reading 
has  been  developed.  The  phonograph 
record,  an  invention  of  long  standing,  has 
been  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  recording 
printed  books.  Much  study  and  experi¬ 
mentation  have  been  carried  on  by  those 
interested  in  the  development  of  the  so- 
called  “talking  book.”  Although  many 
difficulties  in  the  manufacture  of  repro¬ 
ducing  machines  at  a  price  within  the 
means  of  blind  purchasers  have  been 
eliminated,  there  still  remain  the  problems 
of  deciding  on  the  best  kind  of  material  to 
be  used  for  the  record  and  the  best  system 
of  recording  which  will  increase  the 
amount  of  reading  on  a  single  disc.  Some 
claim  that  it  is  possible  to  record  a  book 
of  one  hundred  thousand  words  on  about 
twelve  records,  with  a  reading  time  of 


forty  minutes  for  both  sides  of  the  disc; 
others,  that  the  same  number  of  words 
could  be  recorded  on  about  five  or  six  discs. 
For  practical  purposes,  the  material  used 
for  the  records  must  be  unbreakable.  It 
is  also  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
best,  up-to-date  methods  be  used  to  elimi¬ 
nate  any  possibility  of  employing  methods 
soon  obsolete  in  an  industry  making  great 
strides  in  the  progress  of  sound  recording. 

The  latest  information  on  this  new 
venture  shows  that  two  types  of  repro¬ 
ducers  are  to  be  manufactured:  a  spring- 
driven  model  to  be  used  with  earphones 
only  and  a  combination  electric  phono¬ 
graph  model  equipped  with  loudspeaker, 
headphones,  and  controls  to  allow  for 
adjustment  of  tone,  volume,  and  speed  of 
reading.  Both  machines  are  practical 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  blind  reader. 
Anyone  living  in  rural  districts,  where 
there  are  no  electric  facilities,  and  those 
who  cannot  afford  to  pay  more,  will  be  able 
to  make  use  of  the  spring-driven  model. 
The  electric  phonograph  will  be  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  blind  reader,  who  may  wish  to 
enjoy  the  reading  of  a  book  with  his  family 
and  friends,  and  also  may  be  used  for 
group  reading.  For  purposes  of  study  or 
privacy,  the  headphones  will  be  sufficient. 
The  cost  of  the  spring-driven  model  will 
be  $20.  The  electric  phonograph  and 
radio  set  will  cost  $35  for  an  alternating 
current  machine,  and  $37.50  for  the  com¬ 
bined  alternating  and  direct  current  type. 
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Plans  for  the  publication  of  talking  books 
are  maturing  rapidly.  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  will  publish, 
during  April,  the  Four  Gospels  and  the 
Psalms,  a  group  of  patriotic  documents, 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Lin¬ 
coln’s  Gettysburg  Address,  and  some 
valuable  collections  of  the  best  verse  in 
the  English  language.  These  selections 
have  been  chosen  because  they  are  of  per¬ 
manent  value.  Later,  the  American 
foundation  will  publish  books  that  will 
satisfy  the  various  grades  of  readers.  The 
cost  of  each  complete  book  on  sound  rec- 


blind,  they  will  be  circulated  to  blind 
readers  the  same  as  embossed  collections 
of  books.  An  effort  is  now  being  made  to 
amend  the  postal  laws  so  that  records  may 
be  sent  through  the  mails  free  of  charge, 
just  as  books  in  raised  print  are  now 
mailed  under  the  franking  privilege. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  perfection  of 
this  new  device  for  recording  and  repro¬ 
ducing  literature  is  a  revolutionary  develop¬ 
ment  in  supplying  literature  to  the  blind, 
especially  to  those  who  have  been  deprived 
of  sight  at  an  advanced  age.  The  talking 
book  will  open  a  large  field  of  reading  and 
study,  not  only  to  that  class  of  the  adult 


ords  will  be  approximately  the  same  as  blind  population  who  cannot  make  an 
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that  of  a  braille  book,  it  is  estimated. 


advantageous  use  of  embossed  books,  but 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  American  also  to  that  great  number  of  blind  readers, 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  and  with  the  especially  students,  who  heretofore  have 


cooperation  of  local  agencies,  a  drive  will 
be  made  for  funds  to  supply  reproducing 
machines  to  blind  persons  who  are  un¬ 
able  to  purchase  them.  It  is  probable  that 
a  great  number  will  be  provided  with  these 
machines  through  the  generosity  of  indi¬ 
viduals  and  friends  interested  in  the  social 
and  educational  welfare  of  blind  people. 

The  Pratt-Smoot  Law,  providing  for  an 
appropriation  to  print  books  for  the  adult 
blind  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  has  been 
amended  so  that  part  of  the  appropriation 
may  be  used  for  the  publication  of  talking 
book  records.  The  Library  of  Congress  is 


labored  under  great  difficulties  in  under¬ 
taking  a  high  school  or  university  course 
of  study.  Through  this  new  form  of  read¬ 
ing,  it  will  be  possible  for  blind  students 
to  dispense  with  the  help  of  volunteer 
readers  whose  faithful  service  has  always 
been  almost  an  essential  in  the  education 
of  the  sightless. 

To  librarians,  the  talking  book  should 
pffer  great  possibilities  in  the  extension 
of  library  service  to  many  classes  of  per¬ 
sons  who  have  never  developed  a  capacity 
for  reading,  or  who  have  never  had  the 
opportunity  to  obtain  an  education,  either 


ready  to  purchase  talking  books  for  the  elementary  or  cultural.  Through  careful 
distributing  libraries  for  the  blind  as  soon  study,  librarians  will  develop  ways  and 


as  the  director  of  the  Project,  Books  for  means  of  widely  extending  the  use  of  talk- 
the  Blind,  is  satisfied  that  a  sufficient  num-  ing  books  as  aids  to  inkprint  literature,  in 


ber  of  reproducers  have  been  placed  with  their  work  of  bringing  knowledge,  study, 
blind  readers.  In  the  field  of  talking  culture,  and  pleasure  to  any  individual 


books,  the  Library  of  Congress  will  pur¬ 
sue  its  braille  policy  of  publishing  only  the 
very  best  literature. 

When  talking  books  are  deposited  in 
the  several  distributing  libraries  for  the 
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who  seeks  them.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
expect  that  the  talking  book  will  do  much 
for  adult  education  in  general,  as  well  as 
for  the  education,  recreation,  and  solace 
of  the  sightless. 


.  ^-L ^V"  ' i  Q\  '  <7.  f  _  •’  •  \  X$-ls  *K^i..*  >.«C*  '-  : j> .  •>  .  J  '» 

-...  ••:  .■; 

S£  ^3^1/^' ■-'  ',  .W.  Vh£'v£  ***  '  '1[^-'^57-  * -i.  ^  “  ^  *V  -'  ’■  £.  ?'  .'■ 


?<  7-.c_,~  -a*.-  v .  .  •*  v. ;. -i-,  :.a 

V£m-»  ••* ^4  .y*.^-  '.:;  -  .»-  *<■/..  *•  -*:. 

ifi'ibi.mSV: 


*r-J  .'•»  ^•'fi[  ‘  ' 

•>  •  •  >,  .•.;•;••••• ....  ••••:  ,- ■  r' •  ■■*■  y. 

.•  >».*■•<£-:■•  v-.J»  <y-  rt  ’  -'*  ‘  --S'*.*)  W* .- 

.-.V  ■  ■ ;  '■••  fV:/,  a* '  y  ^  -  >  ■-  ■? 

‘  y-'Sw.v  'a  .4 :  - :  ■  •  ■!  ■■■■.'.  4  635&W??. 


883 


asa»3 


■M 


‘H-  Vi*  4. 


r  >~*WN 


m; 


:•'  V  ,.  ,  'r.V. 


%5j4  J  V*C  V 'V,i 


3»Kt^ 


m 


item 


